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Keene, who then resided at Madrid, was interrogated by
Carvajal, concerning the visit intended to Pepys's and Falk-
land's islands, in terms of great jealousy and discontent;
and the intended expedition was represented, if not as a
direct violation of the late peace, yet as an act inconsistent
with amicable intentions, and contrary to the professions
of mutual kindness, which then passed between Spain and
England. Keene was directed to protest, that nothing
more than mere discovery was intended, and that no set-
tlement was to be established. The Spaniard readily
replied, that, if this was a voyage of wanton curiosity, it
might be gratified with less trouble, for he was willing to
communicate whatever was known; that to go so far only
to come back was no reasonable act; and it would be a
slender sacrifice to peace and friendship to omit a voyage,
in which nothing was to be gained; that if we left the
places as we found them, the voyage was useless; and if
we took possession, it was a hostile armament; nor could we
expect that the Spaniards would suppose us to visit the
southern parts of America only from curiosity, after the
scheme proposed by the author of Anson's voyage.

When once we had disowned all purpose of settling, it
is apparent, that we could not defend the propriety of our
expedition by arguments equivalent to Carvajal's objec-
tions. The ministry, therefore, dismissed the whole design,
but no declaration was required, by which our right to pur-
sue it, hereafter, might be annulled.

From this time Falkland's island was forgotten or neg-
lected, till the conduct of naval affairs was intrusted to the
earl of Egmont, a man whose mind was vigorous and
ardent, whose knowledge was extensive, and whose designs
were magnificent; but who had somewhat vitiated his judg-
ment by too much indulgence of romantick projects and
airy speculations.                              . ,

Lord Egmont's eagerness after something new deter-
mined him to make inquiry after Falkland's island, and he
sent out captain Byron, who, in the beginning of the year